
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Students, Parents and Guardians, 
 
I am sending you this letter to introduce you to a college readiness system at Dubiski Career High School.  This system is 
called AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) and is an elective class that provides students with strategies 
to assist them in class and to prepare them for college.  In the AVID class, we focus on writing, inquiry, collaboration, 
organization, and reading to help students strengthen skills that are needed in the high school classroom and in 
college.  Students are required to take Pre-AP and AP courses, and those rigorous courses should increase each 
year.  Students must apply to join the AVID elective class to demonstrate their “individual determination” for AVID, in 
addition to participating in an interview and being recommended by teachers and counselors. 
 
AVID is a college readiness system that supports students who are “in the middle” and have a strong desire to do the 
work necessary to attend a college/university.  Students are given the support they need to achieve success in a rigorous 
course of study that is appropriate to the student’s abilities, while challenging them beyond what they perceive 
possible.  Students are required to take a minimum of 10 pages of Cornell notes in their core classes per week, but the 
exact number is determined by grade level.  They must regularly use a planner and maintain an organized 
binder.  Students work hard to maintain a “C” average or better in all of their classes.  Tutors are in the AVID elective 
class four days a week to facilitate collaborative learning groups (tutorials) focused on students developing higher-level 
thinking and questioning skills and better understand coursework.  AVID students also attend college campuses, 
participate in community service activities, and are involved in school-wide activities.  Students also increase their ability 
for self-advocacy, improved self-awareness, and develop skills that foster positive peer relationships through team 
building activities.  In addition to receiving an elective credit, college preparation assistance, organizational training and 
much more, students will receive a local Speech credit.  That’s a 2-for-1 super deal! 
 
If AVID sounds like a “good fit” for your child, please have the student complete the following steps: 
 

 Download the AVID application from the Dubiski Career High School website 

(http://dubiski.gpisd.org/site/default.aspx?PageID=83) 
 Submit a current report card 

 Submit 3 recommendation forms (English teacher, math or science teacher, and other teacher or 

counselor)  

 Email or bring the completed application by Wednesday, March 8, 2017; If mailing the application, it must 

be received at the school by March 8th 

 
Students will participate in an interview before they will be considered for acceptance.  Interviews will be conducted once 
the applications have been received and reviewed.  I will reach out to each student that applies in March after spring 
break.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at brenda.jacks@gpisd.org or 972-343-7800.  Thank you for your interest in 

AVID!!! 

 
Mrs. Brenda Jacks 
Dubiski Career High School 
AVID Coordinator/Elective Teacher 
brenda.jacks@gpisd.org 
972-343-7800                                                                                         

2990 S. Hwy 161 

Grand Prairie, TX  75052 

Phone: 972-343-7800 

Fax: 972-343-7899 
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